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DOGFIGHTING
RINGS BUSTED

I

INVESTIGATORS
IN ACTION

n cooperation with the FBI and
the Clermont County (Ohio)
Sheriff's Department, The
HSUS helped crack the nation's
largest dogfighting ring In June
1988, after months of undercover
investigation (photo, above). Six
ring leaders were arrested and in
dicted by a grand Jury on state fel•
ony charges; federal charges are
pending. Nearly 150 fighting dogs
were seized. Evidence revealed
an elaborate underground dog
fighting network Involving organ•
izers from nearly every state and
seven foreign countries. In Col
orado, In February 1988, an inves
tigation by the El Paso County
Sheriff's Office and The HSUS led
to the first conviction under that
state's felony dogfighting law
(photo, left). Thirty-four dogs were
seized. Though Illegal In all states,
dogfighting, a brutal ''sport" in
which dogs are trained to fight to
the death as crowds of bettors
cheer them on, continues.

FRAUD ON THE
RANGE EXPOSED

A

n HSUS exposit of fraudu
lent and cruel mass wlld
horse adoptions In North
Dakota resulted In arrests on
felony charges and a major
change In how the govemment
manages wlld-horse adoptions.
The case Involved two men who
took advantage of a Bureau of
Land Management (BLM) program
that waived horse-adoption fees
for adoptions of large numbers of
wild horses. After holdlng the
anlmals for a year, adopters could
then obtain title to them-for free.
The HSUS Investigation found
that the men had defrauded the
govemment, adopted 400 horses,
let more than one-third of the
anlmals starve to death (photo,
left), and planned to ship the rest
to a slaughterhouse. As a result of
this investigation, the BLM has
discontinued its fee-waiver
program.

HSUS CRACKS DOWN ON
GREYHOUND TRAINERS

I

n October 1988, followlng an
HSUS undercover Investiga
tion, state and local law-en
forcement offlclals raided the
Frost/Brown Kennels near Talla
hassee, Florida, where hundreds
of greyhounds annually were
trained to race by chasing, and
eventually klllng, live rabbit lures.
Four people were the first In the
state to be attested under Flor
Ida's felony law, which bans the
use of live anlmals for baiting pur
poses. Eight others were arrested
on misdemeanor charges. The
raid sent shock waves through
the huge greyhound racing In
dustry, which has lled for years
about the pervasive use of small
llve anlmals to bait racing dogs.
An HSUS Investigator photo
graphed trainers tying live rabbits
to a mechanlcal arm, which then
whlrled the creatures around the
racing track at speeds up to 35
m.p.h. whlle greyhounds chased
them (photos, above/ right). Even
tually the dogs were allowed to
ravage and kill the rabbits.

H

ANIMAL SACRIFICE
CHALLENGED
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ngoing HSUS undercover in
vestigations of Santeria,
the Afro-Cuban cult whose
members sacrifice llve anlmals
(sheep, goats, even dogs) In pro
longed, palnful rltuals (photos,
left), have flnally convinced the
Florlda cities of Miami and Hia
leah that something must be done
to stop this bloodbath. Hlaleah
adopted ordinances, developed by
The HSUS, that ban anlmal sacri
fice. Unfortunately, this has re
sulted In a ferocious legal battle
over the constltutlonal right to
freedom of rellglon. The HSUS
continues to seek prosecution by
focusing on anlmal-cruelty and
zoning laws and has organized a
task force to deal with 50,000
Santeria practitioners in Miami
alone.

sus

investigators
are unsung heroes.
Often working un
dercover, they be
come faceless, nameless. They
rarely get the credit they de
serve. And when HSUS cases
are closed, their identities must
often remain secret, ready for
the next assignment.
HSUS investigators some
times risk their lives investi
gating cruelty to animals. They
have been threatened, beaten,
and shot at.
They confront cruelty up
close, in person, on a constant
basis. Often, they must resist
the overwhelming urge to in
tervene and rescue an animal
when to do so would ruin an in
vestigation and doom countless
others.
"It's ironic that we who care
so much about animals put our
selves in situations in which we
can't do anything about the
cruelty we see-at least not im
mediately," said an HSUS in
vestigator who has been work
ing undercover for eight years.

"Imagine investigating the de
plorable conditions at puppy
mills, or, even worse, the estab
lishments of dealers who col
lect and sell dogs-former
pets-to laboratories. You walk
away from those pitiful faces
and broken bodies knowing it
might be six months before ar
rests can be made-or one or
two years or longer before you
can get legislation passed to
alleviate the situation. It's the
hardest thing I've ever done.
"It's hard to describe how it
feels to have to sit through a
night of dog or cockfighting
to sit and just watch one animal
after another die an agonizing
death. To fit in with the
crowd-to keep from blowing
our covers-we even have to
fake enjoyment, fake laughter.
Unfortunately, to attend these
events is the only way we can
obtain evidence that will be ac
cepted and used in court to con
vict animal abusers. Collecting
photographs, videotapes, and
other on-site evidence that can
be presented to legislators is the

only way we can convince them
that a problem exists and that
a new law needs to be created."
HSUS agents have also been
working during the past year to
uncover cruelty on fur ranches
and factory farms; at animal
dealers' establishments, exotic
animal auctions, zoos, and cir
cuses; and in pet sections of
variety stores.
In September 1988, an HSUS
investigation into organized
cockfighting in Hialeah, Flo
rida, resulted in the conviction
on misdemeanor charges of 175
people and the arrest of 15 peo
ple on felony charges. Forty
three fighting cocks were seiz.ed.
The work of HSUS investi
gators is invaluable. Much of it
results in arrests and convic
tions of animal abusers. Most
importantly, however, their
work results in public outrage
and changes in public attitudes
toward animals and cruelty
and the enactment of federal
and state laws-that will pre
vent cruelty from occurring in
■
the future.

HSUS CLEANS UP
PUPPY MILLS
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ngoing HSUS Investigations
of puppy mllls throughout
the Midwest have resulted
In dramatic changes In many dog
breeding establishments, particu
larly In Kansas, which holds wtthln
Its borders the most-and the
worst-puppy mills In the nation
(photos, right and below). HSUS
investigators have repeatedly exposed abominable conditions, including starvation, exposure to
extreme weather, outright abuse,
and lack of veterinary care, in
dozens of USDA-licensed breeding
facilities. Raised as a "cash crop,"
Kansas's sick puppies, born of
long-suffering mothers, ended up
In pet stores across the nation.
HSUS expo5's aroused tremendoi.s public ou!.""S� end the state
was forced to adopt one of the nation's most comprehensive laws
to protect dogs in puppy mills, effective January 1989.

• Help prevent cruelty to animals by keeping your eyes open for
cruelty in your own community. You don't have to be a profes
sional investigator to find animals in distress; cruelty may be found
as close as your local pet shop, or neighbor's yard.
• Report instances of cruelty in your area to the humane society
or animal-control agency that has police powers to enforce state
I
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• Finally, help The HSUS obtain more arrests and convictions of
animal abusers. Your tax--deductible contribution will keep cruelty
investigations going throughout the country. Please use the enclosed
postage-paid envelope to send your contribution today.
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